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August 25, 2014
Dear Parent/Guardian,

I am very excited to share my knowledge and love of agriculture with your child.  This course is designed to introduce students to the agriculture sciences and allow them to explore the various career pathways available in the future.  We will study a wide range of Agriscience topics.  Hands on experience will supplement classroom instruction to include working in our garden and the incorporation of live animals in the lessons.  These animals can include, but are not limited to, dogs, cats, rabbits, sheep, and horses.  If your child has an allergy or a severe aversion to animals, please contact me so other arrangements can be made for the student on the applicable day(s).  Students will be required to have a notebook, a writing utensil, and a folder each day we have class.
Students enrolled in an agriculture class will also have the opportunity to join the Gauger-Cobbs FFA Chapter.  As cited in the FFA mission statement, “FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.”  This is an excellent opportunity for students to develop their leadership skills, participate in Career Development Events, and make new friends.  FFA national membership is available for students in grades 7-8.  Students in grade 6 may join and participate in local (Gauger-Cobbs) FFA activities.  Please note that students are not required to join FFA; however, it is available to them and allows them a fuller experience of Agriscience.  Feel free to visit the national website, www.ffa.org or the Delaware FFA website, www.delawareffa.org for more information.  I would be very happy to answer any additional questions you may have about the FFA program.  

Please check our class website:  www.exploringagriscience.weebly.com for reminders and announcements.  Please feel free to contact me at any time this semester with questions you might have.  Send e-mail to marian.handlin@christina.k12.de.us or call 302-454-2357 ext. 339 to speak with me directly.  I am asking you to please sign this letter acknowledging you have reviewed the information and return it to me this week.  Thank you in advance for your support.  I am looking forward to a great semester!

Sincerely,

Marian Handlin, M.Ed.
Agriscience Teacher

Gauger-Cobbs Middle School

By signing below, the person is acknowledging he/she reviewed this letter.

Student Name:  ____________________________________
Block:  _______
Parent/Guardian Signature:  _____________________________________________

Student Name:  ___________________________________________

Block:  _______

Agriscience Classroom Expectations
1. Be Respectful
Show respect for yourself as well as others (students, teacher, and visitors to the classroom).

Use manners when interacting with others.

2. Be Responsible

Remain in your seat until you are dismissed. 

Ask for and receive permission in order to leave the room.  You must have a pass and teacher’s permission.

Stay on task, follow directions (written and/or oral) and try to do your best.

No food of any kind in the classroom (ex. -candy, snacks, etc.).

Groom yourself in the bathroom.

Take proper care of equipment.

Keep your hands and feet to yourself.  

Clean up your work area prior to dismissal from class.

Always follow safety procedures.  Follow directions and ask if you are not sure.

Never put any materials in your mouth.

Do not handle/touch classroom materials (i.e. plants, animals, microscopes, grow labs, projectors, etc.) without permission.

Avoid touching your face, mouth, nose, ears, or eyes while participating in class activities.

Wash hands with soap and water and/or antibacterial gel after handling plants or animals.

3. Be Ready
Arrive on time for class.  Be prepared for class and in assigned seat when the bell rings.

Sit quietly and read daily assignment on the board. 

Raise your hand for help, to ask a question, or to participate in class discussion.

Be familiar with the location of the nurse’s office in case of emergency.

Together we can have a great semester!!!!

I have read the above safety rules and classroom guidelines and agree to practice safe work habits throughout the semester.

Student Signature:  __________________________________________ Date:  __________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________ Date:  __________________

